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GOVERNOR PATRICK CUTS THE RIBBON ON 
RENOVATED ELIOT MEMORIAL ON THE ESPLANADE 
 
BOSTON – Wednesday, July 30, 2014 – Governor Deval Patrick today cut the ribbon 
on the newly renovated Charles Eliot Memorial, located on the Esplanade. The 
memorial is part of the Patrick Administration’s commitment to investing in future 
infrastructure, improving the community and increasing recreational opportunities in 
urban and densely populated areas throughout the Commonwealth. The Governor was 
joined at the ribbon cutting by Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary 
Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
Commissioner Jack Murray, state and local officials and members of the Esplanade 
Association. 
 
“I am proud to celebrate the opening of the Charles Eliot Memorial, providing greater 
recreational opportunities on the Esplanade for residents and visitors alike,” said 
Governor Patrick. “When we invest in urban parks and infrastructure, we invest in 
growing our communities.” 
Renovation of the Charles Eliot Memorial includes re-landscaped areas around the 
monument, reconstructed pathways and new planting beds along the Charles River. 
This memorial is the focal point of a shaded area near the Community Boating docks 
and provides space for water activities, picnicking and sightseeing.  
 
“The Charles Eliot Memorial was made possible thanks to the collaboration of state, 
local and nonprofit partners,” said Secretary Bartlett. “This memorial exemplifies the 
Patrick Administration’s commitment to providing communities with rich, open space for 
recreation, especially in urban neighborhoods.”    
 
“This memorial allows visitors to reflect on the Esplanade’s beautiful landscape, 
restored parkland and improvements to the Community Boating Dock,” said 
Commissioner Murray. “We are dedicated to providing the residents of the 
Commonwealth with the best outdoors experience, whether they live in the heart of a 
metropolis or just off the beaten path.” 
 
This $455,000 project assists in the redevelopment of landscape treatment along the 
Esplanade, including tree care, soil remediation and installation of shrubbery that has 
been destroyed over the years. Other improvements include restoring the granite 
marker, providing a variety of seating for those visiting the park and supplying both 
water and electrical hook-ups. The Esplanade Association has partnered with DCR to 
enhance the site maintenance at the Eliot Memorial.   
 
Charles Eliot was a prominent landscape architect, who influenced many of the early 
plans for the Charles River Esplanade. A long time advocate for urban parks, Charles 
Eliot was largely responsible for the Boston Metropolitan Park System. The monument 
was designed by Arthur Shurcliff, who was mentored by Eliot for many years. 
 
“The Esplanade Association is thrilled to have been part of the collaborative process 
that has restored the Eliot Memorial and provided a wonderful new gathering spot on 
the Charles River Esplanade,” said Kate Fichter, Executive Director of the Esplanade 
Association. “We are grateful for our partnership with DCR and for the many champions 
who made this project possible.” 
 
The Patrick Administration has made a historic investment of more than $370 million in 
land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving working 
farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. The land 
conserved and parks created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – 
about 25 percent of the state’s population. According to a report by The Trust for Public 
Land, outdoor recreation generates $10 billion in consumer spending, $739 million in 
state and local tax revenue and $3.5 billion in wages and salaries each year in 
Massachusetts. 
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